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SUBJECT: Proposed text amendment to §1425-17. Units of Measurements  
 
PURPOSE: 
To obtain input and direction from the Planning Commission on zoning text as it relates 
to parking requirements for outdoor eating and drinking eatablishments. 
 
PROPOSED TEXT AMENDMENT: 
 
§ 1425-17. Units of Measurement. 
The following rules apply to the determination of required parking: 
 
(a) Floor Area. In the case of uses where floor area is the unit for determining the 
required number of parking spaces, the floor area includes all areas employed by the 
use including outdoor eating and drinking areas except that such floor area need not 
include any area used for parking within the principal building and need not include any 
area used for incidental service storage, installations of mechanical equipment, 
penthouses housing ventilators and heating systems and similar uses. 
 
(b) Hospital Bassinets. In hospitals, bassinets are not counted as beds. 
 
(c) Places of Public Assembly. In places of public assembly that provide benches, 
fixed or movable seating and assembly areas the requirements are as follows: 

 (1) In stadiums, sports arenas and other places of assembly in 
which those in attendance occupy benches or other similar 
seating facilities, each 18 inches of such seating facilities will be 
counted as one seat for the purpose of determining the parking 
requirements of the Cincinnati Zoning Code. 
(2) In cases where a place of assembly has both fixed seats and 
open assembly area, parking requirements will be computed 
separately for each type of seating area and added together. 

 
JUSTIFICATION: 
On April 15, 2005 the Planning Commission made recommendations to City Council on 
text changes to the Zoning Code regarding outdoor eating and drinking areas. On 
December 12, 2005 the City Council indefinitely postponed all text amendments dealing 
with this issue. A new text amendment has been proposed. This section has been 
revised to make it consistent with other sections of the Zoning Code dealing with 
outdoor areas and to ensure that outdoor areas are including in determining the 
required number of parking spaces.. 
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